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THE NAME AND FAMILY OF CHRISTIAN 

(From the History of Logan) Firs t Settlers Enter The 

Guyandotte Valley : Upon the passage of the l aw of 1792, referred 

to in the last chapter, the owners of grants made before that time 

saw the necessity of seating and cultivating the l ands which had 

been patented to them before the expiration of the period to which 

that right had been extended (1799 ) and at once went to work to 

get some one to take char ge of their l ands. 

In the company of John Breckenridge , at the time of battle 

of the Islands, now Logan Court house, was one James Workman, who 

in addition to being a gallant soldier, was in every respect a 

trust- worthy gentleman. Breckenridge, as soon as possible , engaged 

him to take charge of his survey at the Island (Logan Court House ) 

and in 1794 James Workman with his brothers, Joseph and Nimrod, 

l 

built a cabin on the I sland , and planted a few acres of corn. They 

planted the same island again in 1795-96 and in the fall of the latter 

year James Workman, who was a man of fami l y, moved his wife and 

children from their old home i n Wythe County and settl ed on the Island , 

where the three continued to live until the year 1800, when they moved 

to the farm now occupied by Henry Mitchell (Lucian). More will be 

said later . 
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We have already noticed that when William Dingess purchased 

the farm now covered by the city of Logan the Workmans left it and 

settled on a farm now owned by the Mitchells. They remained there, 

however , but a short time sellin g their pl ace to anothe r pioneer 

and moved to the waters of Cole River. 

Joseph Baker came from Montgomery and settled on Big Creek. 

He was the father of four sons and one daughter . Of his sons, John 

moved to Kanawha County, now Boone , and settled near Peytona. 

William married Dorkas Workman, a daughter of Joseph Workman and 

grand-daughter of James Workman who has been heret~fore mentioned 

as being the first settler at Logan. 

Ben Smith was anothe r one of the early settlers. He came 

here as a young man and married a Stratton. He moved to Buffalo 

where he remained for years as a leading citizen and was one of the 

early members of the Virginia Legislature from this county. Re had 

one son, William "Crawley" Smith . His daughters were Eliza and 

Rebecca who married Alexander Pine. 

On the 27th dey of June -- --- the convention adopted by 

a unanimous vote a constitution in which the ties which bound it to 

Great Britain were entire l y dissolved and Virginia declared a free 

and independent state. 

With the people of Virginie the right of self government 
,, 

in local affairs which h E!d been granted to them by J ames First was 

held to be sacred and was retained by them i n the surrender made to 

Cromwell, and was regranted or continued to them when Charles II 

was restored to the throne . This second Magna Charta was carried 
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in the bosoms of these young Vi rginians to their mountain homes 

so we find that while West Augusta was contented to be ruled by 

Gov . Dunsmores Lieutenant, Dr. John Connelly of Fincastl e in 

1772 demanded l ocal self government , and the appointments of 

officers who resided within the district. And while the rights of 

a country were not conceded , the governor was compell ed to grant 

the request of naming it a county and appoi nting justices , a sheriff , 

and a cl erk who resided within its bounds and making it entirely 

i ndependent of the county of Bote~urt , yet including within its 

boundar y all of Southwestern Virginia and the present state of Kentucky. 

The following officers were appointed for the new county 

thus established : Gentl eman Justices Will i am Ingle~ Robert Doach, 

James McGavock, Stephen Trigg , Walter Crockett, J ames Thompson, 

and Arthur Campbell; Sherriff was William Preston; Clerk, John Byrd, 

who admitted Colonel William' Christian as his deputy. 

This f i rst court for the county of District was held on 

the 5th day of January , 1773; no representative , however, was 

a l lowed then in the house of Burgesses . 

By the ordinance of the Virginie Convent i on wh ich convened 

at Richmond on the 17th day of July, 1775, providing f or the 

el ection of delegates to the conventi on which was called to meet 

at Williamsburw on the 6th day of May , 1776, the right of franchise 

was gr anted to the inhabitants at Fincastle . 

Colonel William Preston was a member of the first legisla

ture of the state as a coll~gue to Colonel Wil liam Christian, who 

had been mentioned as t he commander of the Fincastle tropps at 

Point Pleasan~ And as a member of the Virginia Convention Col . Christian 

was one of the most influenti al members of tha t first State Legislature . 
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Col. Chr i s tian was not so well versed in books or so eloquent as 

many of h i s associates , but he was in cl ose touch with the peopl e 

and f ully understandi ng t he i r wishes, he had the courage to represent 

them . 

Some time near 1800, Thomas Christian, a nephew of Col. 
Movc .... rcl, •.,-e, do.u~h-fc.,,. o-f 

Wi l liam Christian settl ed in Logan County. He marr ied , Alexander 

Pine of Montgomery Count y, Virginia. Thomas Christian was the 

f ather of three sons, James, Thomas and Allen. They all moved to 

Kentucky except James> who was born in 1800 . In the year 1820 he 

mar ried Anne More . He was a member of the first County Court of 

Logan County and he l d many positions of trust . He wes the father 

of Paren Christian. 

The first meeting of the Logan County Court was held May 7, 

1824 . James P. Christian was the last survivor, dying in 1892 at 

the age of 92 years. 
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,gan County Was Once 
Part Of Cabell County; 
Was Formed In Year 1823 
'By W. H. ALLEY f11SC'c1 to give as>"u•l':rnce or fidelity 

to the C'ommomycalth) l~e ing· pos-Logan cou nty was once a part 
of what is now known as \",a.bell 
count~'-but that was back .Jn the srs•ed, . or " 'hose tenant for years, 
yeaws when what is now \Vest at will i,. possessed of,25 a·cres of 
Virginia as a. part of the Com- la.ncl, with a nou~e. the superfi
monwealth of Virginia. cial content or th e founclalion 

vVhen Cabell county was e'talJ- whereof is twelve feet square, or 
lished it was one of the la1·geN equa l to th a t qu a nti t~·· and a plan_ 
counties in t·he state, extending t.'ltion t lw1·eon, or fiCty acres of 
Erom the Ohio river on the north unimp'l'OYed land, or a. lot or part 
lo the Flat Top m ounta.ins on the or lotof land in a city or town 
south, a nd from th e ·Big Sandy and established by a n act of t ·he Gen
Tug River 0n the w est, ea;;tward era! As>:'e mbly, witJ1 a ho use there_ 
so aP to includ e the waters or 1he 011 or the lik e •uperfi cia l conte1lt 
1;gJ1t band fork of Cole. a nd quantity, having, in such Janel, 

Electiom; were then held at the a n estate oc f r f'e- 11old at the least, 
-courthouse of the county, and the and (unlesR the title shall hav,e 
voters were compelled to travel come to him by de!:'Cent, dev ise, 
01·er one 11undred m iles for the maniage or marriage ~ettl'ementi, 
purpoSe of voting. Whil e the ~·ight •having been so possessed six 
of suffrage was limit·ed, tl1e law months. and no ot her per!!'on !?hal 
JJl'Ov.ided "f'very male citizen of I be qualified to vote for delegates 
th is Commonwealth, aged 21 to serve in the General Assembly, 
years (other tha.n r1·ee Negroes or fol' the county, c ity or 1>0rough 
wu~tto~. or ~u~n it.:r l\fl<ve l'll- (Contitll1eq on p_a;~ sl~) 



Logan County 
1 (Co11t1n11~d rrom 
respecth'l11y, /11 u-111Jfig'-' honei 
lleth." t o fund 

At lhe same time cver:r qualftled 
vot"r wa" r~11ulred to WI 11 ' • Cl!/t h is vot l• 

I nt~ tno~e but I.hose w ho hn<I n~· 
~-, " 8 111 the $Oil · th 1. hi h t \\SS :t!IOw('d 

ye~ mfs ea I l>ilrh•llege Of Oitizen:;hip, 
p r v egu wa~ regard'ltd a..'< 

u 1111cred duty IUld a d 
~rui rigidly re~1ulred, anc~'f.1 '~~~1:, 
dutcompeJ n dlt'<'harg-e ot this high 

y, the luw further pro1·ided 
~~at "an~· etl!ctor qualift(l(J twc<>1 d-

g to 1his act falling to attend 
~ny election ot d elegates , or ot 
• enator, and IC a pol} be taken, to 
give, or otrcr hill vote. s h a ll pa.y 
one..fourth o! his portion of a ll 
such h!vles and taxes .as shall be 
nrseflScd and levied In his county 
lhP i:nsulng year." 

Jn order to entorc r this pro. 
vis ion, the sherltr was required to 
lay before the grand Jury rt ll11t 
of the land owneri:o of the countv 
and ul1>0 to furnl~h t he cJm·k ·~ 
C•lpy or the po)) taken, whic h copy 
wa11 orequh·cd lo oo given to the
grnnd· Jury by the· clerk. 

T h'!: nnmo Logan, is generally 
thought lo have b<'en given the 
county In honor or Tal-gah- Jule, 
11 son or Shlkelfa my. a chlrr or 
the Cllyugas, Who was call<•d Lo
gan, net<>r Jnmcs Logan or Penn
~'Ykanln, who educat.:d him. There 
or~ othc~. howe\'er, who c la im 
1hnt Ute nam e (which i~'llies n. w\'11 
bldanccd st''"") was g: .. n hee-nr.>'e 
thr people wer e not only well 
balanced. but were as solid as a 
stone in prlnclpl-e a nd their dt \'O
tiun to the commonwealth. 

In 1820, William Dlnge~ was 
elcct .... cl ti!:! one or the members of 
th<, GeMru.1 A!;Sembly [rom Cabell 
r~ounty, and commenced nt once 
to make tt ftgbt for a new count~·· 
He v.'8.s re-elected in 1821-22 and 
in 1823, ho hn<l the Jlroutl Mllsiac
tlon or seeing the act c reating 
the new county of Log:rn ras~I 
hr the G..-n e1<1l A~embly. 
·Th& first circ uit court w11s IH•I( 

at the !'E'llldcncc of ·wnllam Din 
gesi:. within t he prcS!'nt limllH 
Loi.•an. which was tht n called t' . -
town of Arucom11 , on the 'lth d, -:;,. <;.. ' ~ 
of ::\lay. Ul24. H on. Lev. i> Suf· ~. ~ ~;f" 
merl' pNJsldl'<I as judge, J oi;. i\I ~ ?> ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Dcinnld was the tlrst clerk. 111. t ..,, IJl ~ t' 
.rolin Lu.idluy 1irosecuted lhc pica\ ~""" ~ ::;.,~ ~ 
0 1' the c ommonwealth. •• ~ -:::..;~o ~ <'I 

'J'hc- firi;t count~· court wns hold·G o- '.!I-'??' -" 'i' 
at the snmo place but a t an earlier~ ~ ,. ~ ~ ~ ~ 
dal'!:. l t wn11 composed or the.~ .... ~ . 9' !l 0 
fllllowlng g~ntlt'ml'll who~ nom l':i ; cr~ ':f. c;.. ~ "'.:\ /. ..... 
are 91 !11 houor.;d by the people o! tr.~ -:$ S:. -:::> .;.-:;; '~ ~ 
LOi;an: " ' 11\\a.m Toney, ·w1111a.01 , ~ .... -:> o ,..... ~ ?i;tS> ., 
Tiinchman, J ohn. B. Clark, J ohn ·!s. ~ '1-;1. ~.,... 0 ~ 
Fllrrell, J o.m ils B. Christian. Jamu-< r~ ~ ,_... 0 ~·~::" 
!"hannon, J ohn Cool{, Anthony 't- ~ ~ "' " '~ 1 
Luwscn, a nd Grlflin Stolllng:<. 0( •/. ~. -:). 1. r6 ./? 
lhlR court, Jam<'l! P. ChrlsU1111 wns ,~ ... ~',~': 

-1Liu...-:._,ot-....,..,.,11,.:1r..-lln.vlnll" dlcd In '!..~'',, -:1. 



lP.1g Words ·Of Princess 
Aracoma Related In Story 

Taken From Banner Files 
B:v W. H. i\LLEY 

Feature Writer 
Thoug h much has been ·11-ri LLerr 

on Lhe his tor y of L.ogru1 county. just 
as muclt h its been forgotten a bout 
its early deve lopment. 

One oi the county 's fir,,;t his to1·
ia n s, H enry Clay R a g land. mayor 
ot· the cit y, church worker a nd edi
to r of the Logan CouJ1ty Ba11 ne r. 
recorded som e of the higl3 spots of 
tlte development of L oga n county 
in a ser ies of a rticles w hicl1 h e ra n 
in his 11ewspa per during ' 1896. 

It is· from this series or al'Li c1es 
that the following ,s to,ry of t he earJ y 
settlement of Logan county is ta l<
en. 

Records sb O\Y that a la, rge n um
b er of w hite m en rirst set foot in 
wha t is now Logan <:ounty in th e 
spring of 1777, when Capta in 
Charles Hull with 20 men pursued 
a l>and of mai·auding Shawnees to 
:h~ _ §it~ _ w b~r~ p_c~n~ ,wai:; l~t~r 

built . They lost th e t ra il a.t Ocea na 
a nd ha d to turn back. The Shaw
nees ha d ra ided a white. settl em ent 
n ear the falls of New · R h·e r one 
spring night a nd had stolen t h irty 
!lead of horses. The a rmy ca pta.i n 
a 11d his men set out Jn pursuit but 
the redskin s ha d roo g reat a star t. 

l'Iuf f C reek "·as gi ven its n a me 
on this exp edit iou in J10nor of' Feter 
'Flllff who " ·as killed in a skirmish 
o.n the banks of the s trea m as t he 
men i ·etu~·ned home. H uff was 
buried. n ear the spot where h e · was 
kill d, which is b elie ved to ha ve 
been near w h ere the town or· Mal
lory now s tands. 

Othe r men on t his exped ilion and 
who re t urned to the valley of the 
Guyandot te la te r and buil t ho mes, 
were John Cook, J a mes H in es, W'il
lia m Dingess a nd J a mes H en sley_ 

The first white man really t o be 
identifiecl With what is now Logan 

(QQntil;i,yiid Q:O. ~![~ ~aj} -·--
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l
l•'ork. 'I'n1fl rnarks shnwc·d tllal lho vower! to poi;s<'ss the vall1·~· o( th!' 
h:J nd had ~one down thl' rl\•1,r. up Guyanclolt<' for tlu•msel\'eS and 
(:ilhl'rl c.:i·cr-k w J.:nlwr':< 111'11 and their cbllrlrc>n were Gerwi;c Uuu1 h. 

ri;n11lln11·~tl from l' ;:;'" On<'} lhrnt·" t•\'CI' the mounrnin. Ceori::e Berry. Blias Han11nn. IWn 
f'ollnl,\' \\as Bollni:: Rakt•r. 11 rent•- Madison autl his 75 men 11111 not Stewart. Ahner \ ';tncc:>. ,Josrph 
t.:itde whit<'. but 1 h" old-timcrl< follow the Lndlan trai l ovf!r tho "'orkman. I.:rn 'Vhiteo ant] .Jam ·s 
wuulrl not gl\•e him ''rc<llt for l;eini; mountuln hut the rcdsl•lm; probahlr 'White. All thf!SI' names arc faml-
a white man. Tiley salt!: hrought thio'i r herd ot' iiO 1Jr 75 h<>1'8cs lia r In the county today. 

"Ile IJyer) with the 'lnJins · and down lshu1rl creek to tho c:u~·1w. Arter tho Imllans were pushNI to 
that makes him an 'lnJln'." The whit<' cxpcdllio11 <'lw~r w the west surveyors allottccl th<' land 

\~akrr, ll'l\\'"-'<'f. dai<tarrll\· h•• wa:-;. follow th<' c:11yan in a h1Jp•• I h:al to the first stHllrr:; who had dur <I, 
w:.u• lm1ir\•t•lly r• pn11~iltl1• for lhe lh('y \\Olllrl find lh<' 11ariy " IH'lllllJH~I with l\fa•llM>n. '" !.'Ont'" inlu lltt 
Pll(emrnt uf (,11•'.:Jll C otl1111.. ill f;t'llJeWb"Tf' a)Vlll; 11::; l.:rnl;:<, l;;\'llllfS \\'i(dern1 'S Of lh" G;uyantJ11tl•· ,l11tf 

liil1J-1'ii. had report!'<! lhal :1 larr.<i 11·11 ... ,,f open it UJ! for tho white man. 
The rent•-;ad'l i1a'1 !'11" <.:•<-.!t "''alt- 1nrlia111< u:.ntl 1h" c;u~·;111 . .,tll• ~ u· :O.JadtE':lu ''"ll<"J sn\•r>ral 1110•1~ t11tl 

nel:>:-'. A weal nP . thal lh!'\' hum' Its hunting- -;rounds. acres o( tantl nu lslanrl l'rcf'I\. G•l-
mcn ror 111 rhos('' 1la''"· II· " .. 's a iHn.rJi:;on'1;1 party loll••\P"l 11!0 berl Creek autJ Dini;,,~s Run. 0th•·• 
h•in;•' thief. fir WL>Ul•I tnl •· 11 p;orly river !101\n 10 Bulfa lo L'rt'l'k 1111111ed fighters were 1;lvon hko 1mrrnh; vi 
u( lnrllrt11l! a hundr!'ll 111t1t· .. I h1·pui;h bet'RUS•• I hr whill' 111r11 fu1111tl tllll'h land. 
th•• monntuin PilKI'!'!< 111' l.n;.::111 a lari;c numi>or o f IJurt'ulo ~rmr.lni! ~----!!!!!!~~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!I!!!!!!'!"!"!!'!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~ · 
counly to r:11tl a whlto :w111tm1cnt In In ils l:v1ttoms-!'rossat1 . . l tu111 t 'rc1>li I 
orrln tu iiteal ~O or 30 lwri<rs. and pltchNI ramp for n night nt 

n.'lkC'r harl g1:1n1· intu 1111· huslncss lhe mo11tlt of Di111,tl'l<S lt1111 bf't·nm;r 
on 11 lnr;:;,. scnll'. ,\I •h•• h•·:id Clf "Guyon" C::rcl'n nnd .Jt•hn· 1·art1•r. 
f;lll>erl Crork. on IJ•ll'"' Pru l-101111- ~couts l!t'llf :Jlwad 10 ·rrcun11ol11•1" 
luin. \\hrrc lhC' 111<111111:ol11 rhir11 bnd r e porft'd fln<lini; i <>n l 11tlia11 
abruptly with ;1lJ1111:,1 "lllf-I Uu~ lodges in tho canPbrak1•,,; nf ail I"· 
Sh<J'l°flt1!'~S. hi' had :dripprrl IJ;'H'k (aniJ fortnPd b~• lhO 

0

jol11l11g ur II 

f rom hi1·1mry t rct'M 111ul st r1•11·hccl ii lari;o c reel< :rnd th" G uyu n rh .. •r. 
from t rcr to lrcr ma Id 11;; n I'"" I 11 Thr m<'n n ·stcd on t hel r sn mi for 
which 111 t'"''P his stulf'H t"lork . the night amt lhc followini.;- 111or11-

t>hl i>"ltlrrn of th•• .. uunty who Ing clf\'lrieu Into two 11artici; and nt-
huvc had the stur\· pnsm•d <luwn to taclteu I ho cncam1m1cmL •frum tho 
th«m frt1m their great ~rnmlf:ithor::; (ronL and rear. 
~1y 1hnt the pC'n 1rni; hUITI<'\\hOr<> in ln Lile furious flJ;hfinr,;' lhal (ol. 
the hollow lo<'low thu rourJ which lowed. nine of the thirty 

0

T11dlan~ in 
lauds to U1c fir•! tower on I rnrsc1,en the cam1i were killed :Lntl v!n or 
i\!IJU11laln. It w:ts from this Im- twel\·e 11·oundNJ. Onl~· n rew es-
1>ruvlscd cor ral or Boling Uf1kcr that cape\l the s laughter of thu w hit<' 
the mountain was nam1,•d. men. AmOll C' those captu'rC'd wns 

But, buck to how nnkrr Wtl!I re. n n old :iqunw fiO or 00 ·years o lrl, 
l!pOnsible •for tlw i;ctllcniunt or th~ who br her bcarlns-. was ohvloui.I~· 
count)·: leador o( thP. 1111.rt~" $heJ wn!! wounll-

Ilt- left his lndlu n <':imps on the ed but refused lo talk, 
fiuyan river In Ill'' full vf li80 nnd Near mldnil\'hL. ho,1;e,•cr, rullowln~ 
visited lhe white soltlcmenl s In tile the massacrP of th9 cn1111> lh•! old 
Blucstone vnlle~· In tlw rrtnt Top squuw felt death crec11l11g upon h <>r 
mountain tcrriror~·. Tl\C'l'C' h" Lold anrl cn llcrl madison' tO hnr 4111U'lt•r::; 
the i;cLtlC'rs n story or how hr. had and told him In brolrnn Engll!!h tho 
been ·t·a1Hurccl by the Tn!lluns when following: 
he was a. ~·oung 1111111 nnrt had ";\Iy name Is Arn.coma. (a c·orn 
lcnrncd their way11. II" salrl h<' hatl b losl'om) nnd I nm the Inst of n 
just es<'a1>cd from Ill •' Sha\\'ll<'e mlghly line. ~fy f11thrr 'ins a grent 
1rlbe known lo he hunting In lhe chief and a friend or your Jl<'Ol>lc 
Guyanclotte ''alley a111l 1\:ts on his and was murdered by \'our 1>coplc 
wa~· b:u.:k cast to seE' hi" father nnd (l'liii1 was Chief Cornslall< who wus 
mother who lh·ell In Bu11tun.- murdered soon after the battle or . 
Shrewd chap, thl!! Unl1,.r: Point Pleasant) when hD hurl C'umo 

The l!Cttlcr!< were lltken In lw his l'o t hem as a frie11d to 4rlve thom 
story nnrl allowed him to re.ma in warning. 
with them for :;cvernl weeks dur- " I am the wl(e of a pair fncc who 
ing which time he gut .he location cmme across the g rcnt wntC'r::t to 
or all t he settlors barns well in make war on my 1>copl<.>. but came 
min dand a fter :1 thnt> departed Lo us n.nrl became one or us. 
"back enst". "A grent plai;uc many moons nl{,.o 
~oon nrtcr the r<>negnde Iott t he car r ied off my child ren with n itretli:I 

13lucstuno seulemcm 1 lw whites nnmber of my people. n ntl 1 h~· 1 1•~· 
aWt)kC onr• rnl11~· 11101•ntng late in bu rled j ust above the IJenll In 1 ho 
n11tu11111 nnd ruun<l <'\' ·r)· barn emp- river. Bury mc with the m with 
t~" 'l'hc Indians l\ad com<.> wllh the In)" fuce lo the setllng sun thut l 
>1tonn whlc-h l::ished the ''11illt·~· nnd mn:v sec m~· poop!~ in their muruh 
Jrati gone without 111·ou l!hlJt a per- to the happy l11.1nUni; ground. !'or 
son. Thlny hors"" from lltt• settle - your kindness I warn you to make 
menL went with tlwm. haste In returning to your homer:. 

An expedition hcnd by \\'111. S. for my people a re s till 1>uwcrful. 
:\Jadlson and John nrrckinrlui;e- nnd will relurn Lu a\'•·nso my 
son ,,1 lh .. Breckiarl<lge11 wlw seu led death." 
mut·b- of Kentucky-was 11111cle up In The proud prlnce,;s diet! oorure 
u n<'ii:hhorini:- !iettlcmrnt uml :-et mnrninc; and 1hC' whltt• men h\1rll'il 
out in pursuit of Lhf• 1 hie\ ins her "near 1 be bend 111 t hr d\·cr." 
Shawm•es. 'rhe Jndlan <'ap1lve" WC'l'e 1111 ldll.:d. 

They tralJed Lite 1>1trty over l·'lat Four days later the men rNurnt'd 
Tup Mountain and southwest to t he to the va lley of the Blue1no11e. 
11eailwaters or the Guynn River bl· Amung those who helped \\·m. R 
\\'aY. or Roek<:a!3tl~ creek and Clea r Madl::ion rout th~ ~hawneeii n.nd who 



1. st White Settler To 
Make His Home In Logan 

Lived On Hatfield Island 
BY W. H. ALLEY 

The first white settler to make 
his home nea1· Logan was Jf\.mes 
"'\V/orkmian who w ao; with t'h>e force 
of men who struck · the blow that 
broke tbe power of tb e Shawnee 
in the vaJJe,- or the Guy.:uidotte. 

He was a mcn1ber or the grou1~ 

Of white s,ettJe rs wlho ]JUrS llled 
Boli'ng Baker from a s ettlement in 
the -Bluestone Yalley to the island 
that is no w known as "Hatfield 
Island". apd there burne d a n In
dian vinage and mot·tally wound
ed Prinoess Aracomit. Boling 
Baker escaped. 

After Wo1·kman had a glimpse 
of the beautiful. lush ,1alley or th e 
Gu~ra:ndotte. it took little persua
s ion by John B reck inridge. who 
had been granted much oe the 
valley after the battle or the Ts
land&, to .get Workman and his 
twq brothers, JoseP.b. ?-IIO. ;Ni~l'.00! 

to mil.kc settlement th er·c. Ereck
i nridge was forced io settl e the 
lana by th e law of 179:l in order 
to hold title to it. 

'\Vorkman a tlcl ·11is two brother'-' 
came to the islqnd in 1794, imcl 
built a cabin and planted a t'ew 
ac:i·es or corn. 1n 1796 and 179Ci 
lhe brolh erl;f planted the same la nd 
and Jam es. who was a man of 
famliy. brought bis wife anc1 chil
dren from their old home in v\fythe 
(now Tazewell) caunty, Virgi'nia. 
wh ere th ey continued to live until 
about th•e year 1800 w~rnn they 
moved lo a fanu 1\earby which 
was la.ter ow ned by Henry 1\fit
ebel l. 

'Tille t1t•i:;t, 1·ecob·c1ed perIT1an,ent' 
~eWerneril was made l1y William 
Dingess. E'() ll o[ Peter Dingess, a 
German. Dingess wa5 the oldest 
so·n in a family of eleven children. 

(C()J'.\,tin,u~d Qn, p,ag~ W.x) 
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